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he art of a Magic card doesn’t show one moment of action, or
even a second of action—it shows one time-slice, one frame of
film, one frozen nano-instant. The strongest art represents the

decision to show either the before, the during, or the after—anything else
tends to muddy the presentation and look lousy in the medium.

If that’s the case, then how should the concept of “sudden change in
state” be illustrated? You’d need to represent both the before and the after
to show change, so how should that be accomplished?

Welcome to the split second visual cue!

In flavor terms, Time Spiral’s split second mechanic is concepted as a
temporal stutter, a lightning-speed jump forward in time that changes
things from one state to another in dramatic fashion. In visual terms, it’s
the “jump-cut” you see in the cards here. Imagine the sound of a needle
being ripped across a vinyl record, or the aural blur of an audio tape
snapping ahead about a thousand revolutions all at once.

That creature that was completely healthy is now quite dead, and missing
.

That gleaming, new sword is now crumbling from ages of rot.
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That spellcasting effect from a permanent (an activation of Greenseeker, for example), is now bound up and
unable to happen.

The split second visual cue is an exception to the “show only one instant of time” rule—it communicates not only
a transition, but a sudden and dramatic change in the state of things across time. It adds one more weapon to
Magic’s creative arsenal, and ties into the time-manipulation theme of the whole set.

 Wipe Away art by Jeff Miracola

An eyeblink later, all that remained of the tree-beast
 was the breeze of its momentum.

Discuss on the message boards Magic Arcana archive

About Us | Jobs | New to the Game? | Inside Wizards | Find a Store | Press | Help | Sitemap

© 1995-2007 Wizards of the Coast, Inc., a subsidiary of Hasbro, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
 Terms of Use - Privacy Statement

 

javascript:autoCardWindow('Greenseeker')
javascript:autoCardWindow('Trickbind')
javascript:autoCardWindow('Wipe_Away')
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028103017/http://boards1.wizards.com/showthread.php?t=712219
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028103017/http://boards1.wizards.com/showthread.php?t=712219
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028103017/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/columnarchive&column=MagicArcana
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028103017/http://www.wizards.com:80/default.asp?x=mtgcom/columnarchive&column=MagicArcana
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=aboutus/aboutwizards
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=aboutus/jobs
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=newtothegame
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=insidewizards
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=findastore
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=aboutus/press
https://web.archive.org/web/20071028103017/http://wizards.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/wizards.cfg/php/enduser/std_alp.php
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=sitemap
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=copyrightnotice
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=privacystatement
https://web.archive.org/default.asp?x=privacystatement

